The Government moved swiftly and with a good deal of teamwork and we were very
pleased with the outcome. It seems to me that Ms White is less happy that we were able to
resolve a crisis for animal transport in Tasmania in just four days, not as a result of the guilty
judgment - that is a misunderstanding again - but as a result of the judgment of Her Honour in
relation to delegation and third-party certification. It is very clear that Ms White has not read
the judgment, which is available to her. If that were the case, we would have potentially had a
more informed question from the Leader of the Opposition.

If the Leader of the Opposition wants to attack the Director of Public Prosecutions, that
is a matter for her and the Labor Party. However, if she goes down that path Mr O'Byrne will
again be the leader of the Labor Party because Ms White clearly does not have what it takes.

We will continue to work very carefully through this process. I applaud my colleagues,
minister Palmer, and the Premier, with whom I have worked closely on this matter. We needed
to find a legal pathway to support the transport of animals across Bass Strait. People of
goodwill have brought themselves to this task and the approach that has been adopted is based
on appropriate advice - let me put it that way.

In relation to the staff who has been provided by NRE, they are not connected to the
Director of Public Prosecutions. They are public servants who have agreed to be seconded to
TT-Line in order that it might fulfil the requirements, not just of the animal welfare manual but
also the act itself, and take account of Her Honour's judgment in relation to delegation and
third-party certification. I commend the judgment of Her Honour to the reading of Ms White;
she might actually educate herself and bring forward a sensible question to this House.

University of Tasmania - Public Confidence
Ms O'CONNOR question to PREMIER, Mr ROCKLIFF

[10.37 a.m.]

In the last sitting we asked what you as Premier and your Government would do to help
restore public confidence in a university which has cut courses and moved lectures almost
entirely online, gutted the Law School, failed to negotiate in good faith with staff and until it
pulled its DA for the Sandy Bay campus following locals overwhelmingly rejecting the city
move, it seemed deaf to community concern.

In your answer, you said UTAS is a private organisation and suggested there was no role
for your Government. That is not quite true, is it? UTAS is administered by an act of this
parliament. It receives government funding and is where many of our best and brightest go to
further their education. Do you agree that the state does have a role in the future of UTAS?
Do you share the concerns of academics, graduates and current students about the
corporatisation and decline in the academic quality of UTAS, or is your Government taking a
completely hands-off approach to our key tertiary institution?

ANSWER

Mr Speaker, I thank the member for Clark for her question. I believe, as with everything,
that we need to move with the times and provide contemporary models of care within our health
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system and contemporary models of education, whether it be in our primary schools, high
schools, our tertiary institutions or our highly valued public training provider, TasTAFE.

I am aware of the elector poll result in the Hobart City Council area on the UTAS move.
The Government supports the university's response, which was to withdraw the current
planning amendment for the Sandy Bay site. The university has made it clear it will now work
with the new Hobart City Council as the appropriate planning authority. The Government
believes that a collaborative approach to find a sensible compromise is the best way forward
for Hobart, the university and to ensure the continued delivery of high-quality education and
research, which 1s what we all want.

I know there are some who think the Tasmanian Government should intervene in the
university's plans under the mistaken belief that we have a responsibility for the university.
This is incorrect.

Ms O'Connor - They are administered by an act of this parliament.

Mr ROCKLIFF - The University of Tasmania is a statutory corporation governed by
the University Council, not the state government. There are formal mechanisms for the public
to engage with the university and the Hobart City Council to provide feedback and comment -

Ms O'Connor - Totally hands-off? You're not worried?
Mr SPEAKER - Order.

Mr ROCKLIFF - on the university's plans. The University of Tasmania has established
the Shake Up, which is a panel of up to 80 members across the community to discuss the UTAS
proposal.

The Legislative Council has established an inquiry into the University of Tasmania Act
1995 which will offer further opportunity for consultation on matters relating to the University
of Tasmania's future. The public is able to engage in this process as well. Any redevelopment
plans the university chooses to pursue must also go through the regulated planning approvals
process which allow for public consultation. We encourage those interested to participate in
the consultation process available, including the established processes already in place under
the planning system.

Land Use Planning - Reform Agenda Update
Mrs ALEXANDER question to MINISTER for PLANNING, Mr FERGUSON
[10.41 am.]
I have had several discussions with constituents in Bass. I am interested in getting an

update on the Government's reform agenda around the land use planning. I would like the
Minister for Planning to update the House.
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