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MPS NEED TO CUT COSTS TOO
ON the same page of the Mercury 
(October 17), there is an article on the 
spending splurge that politicians had, 
prior to the last election, and another 
article on the need to cut $44bn from 
the budget annually to achieve a 
future surplus. It’s obvious where the 
cuts need to start.
P. Brooke
Berriedale

Aboriginal heritage
THE contempt expressed for 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people 
seeking to protect an important 
cultural heritage site  is utterly 
appalling. Delays caused by sloppy 
laws and planning processes – all of 
which fail to consider Aboriginal 
heritage in the early stages of 
development – cannot be said to be 
the fault of the Aboriginal 
community.
Rebecca Digney
Beechford

Load of bull
HA, the latest brouhaha regarding 
the Catholic Church and religious 
texts makes me think of the term, 
Papal Bull – perhaps more 
appropriately termed patent Bull.
Bob Holderness-Roddam
Austins Ferry

Do what we want
PERHAPS nearly $1m per annum is 
not enough money for UTAS Vice-
Chancellor Rufus Black? I suggest it’s 
upped to $2m, with conditions.

Number one: He does what we 
want.
Paul Blizzard
Blackmans Bay

Weed out pests
TWENTY-plus years, I’ve been 
ridding my property of the declared 
weed, English broom. It appears to be 
gone, but every year it pops up out of 
nowhere. 

Driving around Tassie and seeing 
paddocks full of cape weed, willows 
clogging waterways, gorse climbing 
hillsides and blackberry choking 

gullies. I feel my effort is in vain. 
Property owners need to take 
responsibility.  Declared weeds are 
another feature in the lie, that is 
Tassie’s clean green image. 
Mark Taylor 
Mt Seymour 

Bible reading
JUST as well Exodus 21:7 was not set 
for the reading. Daughters into 
slavery?
Peter Flint
Moonah

Political football
LABOR’S opposition to a Macquarie 
Point stadium is nothing more than a 
political ploy to increase its vote in 
the North of the state.
Peter Hill
Lindisfarne

Environment report
PLANNING Minister Michael 
Ferguson hardly inspires confidence 
with his letter (October 17) in 
producing an accurate and 

independent State of the 
Environment Report by finishing 
with any additional funds (which no 
doubt there will) required will be 
favourably considered. 

Why not this report will be fully 
funded and completed at arm’s 
length by 2024? This would negate 
the hypothesising and scepticism of 
considered favourably in lieu of 
political donations!
Richard Ferrar 
Bruny Island

Planning Minister
IT would appear that incumbent 
Planning Minister Michael Ferguson 
has been able to track down enough 
fibre to be able to get things moving 
on a constipated Tasmanian State of 
the Environment Report – 10 years 
behind schedule (“Our 
environmental blind spot”, Peter 
Boyer, October 11).

 May I suggest that a cardiologist 
also be engaged – just to check if his 
heart’s in it any more than his 
predecessors.

Stephen Jeffery
Sandy Bay 

Wealthy employers
IN reply to Michael McCall’s letter in 
the Mercury (October 13). He doesn’t 
understand that the wealthy people 
are the ones that employ people, not 
the poor-off people. This is how it 
works. The only money that’s wasted 
is the money put under a mattress. 
These well-off people keep investing, 
thus employing more people.
Peter McGee 
Swansea

Barren Bellerive
WITH the cricket world eagerly 
watching the beginning of the World 
Cup it was painful sitting in the 
stands at Bellerive Oval and looking 
at all the empty seats, but hey when 
the new stadium is built tens of 
thousands will turn up, ha.
William McLachlan
Miandetta

Uni move secrecy
MICHAEL Field claims there is 
nothing secret about the uni 
relocation. 

If that is the case why won’t the 
university make public the business 
case, survey details and what was 
actually voted on by UTAS council 
on April 5, 2019? And how come all 
those supportive of the move in the 
weekend’s public letter were from 
organisations with vested interests in 
the move or were closely associated 
with those set to profit?
Pam Sharpe
Swansea

Anthony Albanese boards a flight at Sydney Airport

Wait for the Lord; be strong and 
take heart and wait for the Lord.

Psalm 27:14

1097 
The Crusader armies 
arrive in Antioch. The 

next day they begin a siege that 
lasts until June 1098. 

1587 
A Huguenot army 
under Henry, Duke of 

Navarre, defeats the Catholic 
royalist forces of Anne, Duke of 
Joyeuse, at the battle of 
Coutras. 

1720 
Notorious pirate 
John “Calico Jack” 

Rackham is captured by pirate 
hunter Jonathan Barnet. 

1740 
Maria Theresa 
becomes ruler of 

Austria, Hungary and Bohemia 
after the death of her father, 
Holy Roman Emperor Charles 
VI. 

1880 
A bill is passed in the 
Tasmanian 

parliament altering the name of 
Hobart Town to just Hobart. 

1897 
King Gojong (above) 
of Korea declares 

himself emperor of the newly 
declared Korean Empire. He 
takes on the name Gwangmu 
and ends Korea’s status as a 
tributary state to China. 

1935 
Mao Zedong and his 
Communist forces 

end their Long March at Yan’an, 
in Shaanxi, north-west China, 
one year after starting their epic 
flight from Chiang Kai-shek’s 
nationalist armies. 

1960 
Penguin Books goes 
on trial in London, 

charged with contravening 
Britain’s Obscene Publications 
Act by publishing D.H. 
Lawrence’s novel Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover. 

1964 
Classic Australian 
television police 

drama Homicide makes its 
debut. It runs until 1977.

1989 
Twenty-one people 
are killed in a 

collision between Brisbane-
bound coach and semi-trailer 
near Grafton. 

2014 
Dominican-American 
fashion designer 

Oscar de la Renta, couturier to 
stars and socialites for more 
than 40 years, dies at 82. 

2015 
Nearly 400 people, 
mostly elderly South 

Koreans, are reunited with 
family members in North Korea 
in an emotional meeting more 
than 60 years after they were 
separated by the Korean War.

1897


