Some remarks on the 2012 Amendment to the UTAS Act in the Legislative Council (LC)
Craig Farrell (ALP, Leader for Government in the LC)
."..the University of Tasmania is enabled by state legislation. It is a Tasmanian institution for the people of Tasmania. Therefore, it is appropriate for the elected government of Tasmania to have two representatives. It is a system that works well for communication between the chancellor and the minister. It was reduced from four to two - so it was halved. As the chancellor has mentioned several times through the briefing, this is all about setting up the right balance of internal and external and stakeholders. I personally feel that to have a link with the government is a good thing, and if it is twice as strong that should only work in the best interests of the university and the state government, no matter who the state government is." (p56)
Jim Wilkinson (Independent, former LC representative on the UTAS Council)
"How are we going to do it to put our university in a competitive state compared to other universities, not only in Australia but around the world? We have to do that with a direct link to government, the government being able to react, to fund things and to look at new buildings." (p57)
Dr Vanessa Goodwin (Liberal)
"...it is appropriate that we maintain reasonably strong links between government, parliament and the university, and having two representatives on the university council is important. On that basis, I will not be supporting the amendment. We should recognise that there has been a reduction in the numbers with this amendment. It has passed, but given the importance of the university to the Tasmanian economy and to the future of Tasmania it is not unreasonable for there to be two ministerial representatives on the university council." (p57)
[Dr Goodwin’s comments were made in response to a move to reduce the number of ministerial appointments to the UTAS Council from two to one, which was defeated]
Mike Gaffney (Independent)
"...to have a government connected to the university is a very powerful tool worldwide. When they say this is Tasmania and this university is supported by the government - in fact, they have two members of the government from the minister's staff on the board or on the council rep - that is very important and it sells itself. I would hesitate to think that we disconnect further the role of government from the university because it is one and the same." (p59)

